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[BRIEF STATEMENT, 


Co 


VERY perſon of reflection that bas had the means of 


3 exiſted many years. During the laſt part of Mr. 
eſley's life, the form of Church Government amongſt 
> Methodiſts was borne with ae a temporary evil, but 


ent would then be adopted. At this period thoſe em- 
rs that had for many years, been ſmothered. broke into 


any have long ago predicted theſe events,“ and had 


Rated unto them, r O_ have prevented the pre- 
VVV 1 


tormation on the ſubjects that are the cauſe of the pre- 6 
t diſpute ; will have perceived that this diſfatisfation . 


dugh the people were unwilling to attempt any altera- - 
n in his time, their attention as might be expected 

s much directed to it at his death, and expectations 

re generally entertained that a liberal form of govern- 


flame that has exiſted in one form or another ever ſince. 


e preachers been poſſeſſed of the ſame fareſight, and 
ed the precautions that common prudence would have 


ſent. 


Mr. Weſley himſelf has formerly given it 2s his opinion, that 


o MAN on NUMBER Os MEN would ö ever be ſuffered 40 uſe the 
me authority that he had always done. 
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| Tent diſaſters, by making proper conceſſions and alte 


tions in thoſe parts of their ceconomy that are found 
be obnoxious to the people. 


There has been ever ſince the commencement of MW 
Thadtiſm.-a- yearly. meeting of preachers called a Conif 
rence, that has hitherto aimed the power of regulati 
the affairs of all the ſocieties in the kingdom. By thi 

_ aſſembly all laws have been formed, all money matte 
tranſacted, and all affairs relative to the preachers an 
the people determined. But this aſſembly has alway 

conſiſted of the preachers only, no other perſon whatevy 
has for many years been admitted into it; every thing 
there tranſacted with the moſt entire "ſecrecy, and mort 
over this ſecrecy is on particular occaſions enjoined on th 
2 N by a ſolemn adjuration of the preſident. It ma 
>) e alſo further obſerved of this aſſembly, that it chool 
all the members that conſtitute its own body without eve 
_ . conſulting the people, who have no voice in the choice c 
their own miniſters.* But the conference in the fulleſt ſen 
excludes. them from having any ſhare whatever in thoil 
im portant tranſactions in which they are peculiarly inte 
reſted. The mandates of this ſelf-eleed and ſe hf create 
body, are alſo as extraordinary 2s the ſource whenee the 
Proceed. For as they poſitively retuſe any of the peop 
the privilege of meeting with them, ſo on the contra! 
they forbid the people to aſſemble without a preache 
being preſent, Many of the members have lately bee 
excluded the ſocieties at the entire will of the preachers] 
b becauſe they dared to aſſemble by themſelves, to exchange 
; their ſentiments on their preſent grievances. For the con: 
ference by an expreſs law forbids any perſon to call: 
meeting, print. any book or paper, or do any thing neu 
ot a public nature, without having firſt obtained the cond 
ſent of the preachers. | 
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Since Mr. Weſley's death the preachers have re- 
ö ceived about (. 40, ooo. from the people, nearly one 
. third of which ſum is by the fale of books, and the! 
b ; Teſt by annual collections made throughout the e 


| ny ihis is meant the original choice of. Preachers, and no 
| eiter annual appointment, | 


„ 
nd alte] All hefe collections are carried by the preark- 
ane | ers from the ſocieties to the general meeting or confe- 
' rence, and no accounts of theſe ſums have ever been 
nt of Ml taken by the ſtewards or remitted to the confererice by 
2 Con any one,— The preachers have often been remonſtrated 
2 - with, for this imprudent conduct but hitherto in vain,— 


* 3 0 {1 | The confevence A110 abſolutely retuſes to give any account 
ö et : of a great part of this money, and the few accounts ous 
hers _ | have pretended to give are extremely unſatisfactory a 


S alway . : | | 
2 In conſequenes of the general diſſatisfaction that pre- 
d __ - vails among the people from the above circumſtances, a 
d on 1 number of delegates ſent from different ſocieties aſſem - 


It ma bled at Leeds on the firſt of Auguſt laſt, for the purpoſe 
cho of remonſtrating with the conference on theſe grievances, 
out ere dd to demand that in future the delegates of the people 


holes ſhould be permitted to aſſemble with them. To this rea- 
Nt ſend  fonable requeſt the preachers gave a poſitive refuſal, and 
in tho . afterwards gave the delegates to underſtand tkat they 


ſhould not be admitted into the ſmaller or diſtrict- meet 
ings; but that they ſhould be excluded from them as for- 
merly,——Atter' this the delegates. willing to meet the 
preachers as far as poſſible and to remove every, obſtacle 
to peace, requeſted that the preachers would ſuffer them 
to meet by themfelyes in a ſeperate room, and from 
thence | ow their advice when any new law-was made, or 
any buſineſs tranſacted: that reſpected the people. But the 
conference politively refuſed this alſo; they abſolutely refuſed to 
have any communication with the people, or admit them into any 
f their aſſemblies on any plan whatever, © On theſe conſidera- 
tions the diſſatisfied ſocieties declare they will never ſub- 
mit to the preſent form of government, but are deter- 
mined to reſiſt on what they think are rational and ſcrip- 
tural grounds. | e «$8 | 


But as the truſtees of the Chapels are charged with diſ- 
honeſty, in having reſolved to a ct agreeably to the wiſhes 
ol the people and in oppoſition to the preachers; it is ne- 
- ceffary that theſe circumſtances ſhould be particularly 
noticed. Soon after the commencement of methodiſm it 
Was judged right the better to ſupport-the-itinerant; aro 
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that all chapels ſhould be held in truſt for the conference. 
But it may be conſidered as fortunate for the cauſe of 
| | religions liberty, that the law will not recognize a num- 
ber of miniſters calling themſelves a ' Methodiſt Confe- 
|| Tence as a body capable of accepting a conveyanceof real 
| eſtate or landed property. The conference is therefore 
entirely ſet aſide by law though expreſſed in all ſuch 
; dreds, This determination is agreeable to reaſon and 
; equity, Our legiſlature foreſeeing the abuſes this would 
|  occafion, that it muſt neceſſarily lead to endleſs perplex- 
| |  Ity and litagation, wiſely refuſes to acknowledge any ſuch 
; Corporation as the methodiſt conference. The methodiſts 
| have certainly the greateſt cauſe to rejoice in this wiſe 
determination of our law; which in the preſent: caſe 
is ſo much in favour of the people. = "They by this are 
prevented from becoming a baneful and deteſtable hie- 
Tarchy, a calamity that was ruſbing upon them like a 
{ Hood, and would ſoon have overwhelmed them with its 
kull tide of human policy, and the whole train of corrup- 
tions that are the natural conſequences of it. The truſ- 
dees therefore poſitively avow that it is their determina- 
| tion to be governed in all things reſpecting their chapels 
by the will of the people: and whenever the ſentiments 
| of thoſe perſons that from the length of time that they 
| have been members of the ſocieties, may be conſidered 
| 
} 
! 
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as competent judges of the points in diſpute ſhall be on” 
perly obtained ; they are determined to be governed by 
them in the future diſpoſal of the chapels. But the truſ- 
tees are calumniated with having taken the advantage of. 
an error, or a defect in the law, and of baving acted con- 
trary to their original engagements. To this it may be 
anſwered, no perſon could ever ſuppoſe that the Chapels 
were held in truſt for the conference, or for an aſſembly, 
{ | by whatever name it might be called under all the chan ges, 
or forms that ſuch an aſſembly might think proper to 
| | adopt, The conference is already ſo altered, that it is 
| | by no means the ſame as to its laws, and ſeveral parts of 
its goyernment :* that it was at Mr, Weſley's death. By 
| | the ſame rule it may make other changes, and deviate in 
de fulleſt ſenſe from its original ſyſtem, But that the truſ- 
. | | | tees 


. * Diſtri Meetings are xzw inſtitutions, in the forming of 
wich the people were never conſulted, | 


6 


| tees are obliged to follow the preachers in all their chang- 


es, and pay the conference full obedience, though it may 


deſert its former conſtitution; and that they are bound 


to acquieſce with it implicitly in all things, is an aziom, 


that will ever be rejected by all perſons of proper reflec- 
tion, as involving in it, the greateſt abſurdities. As 


to the truſtees oppoſing the preachers, it will eaſily be ob- 
ſerved they oppoſe : Fran on ſuch grounds, as are the 
moſt reaſonable, equitable and 1 The truſtees 
only demand, that the meetings of the preachers ſhall 
not be held in ſecrecy, as they have hitherto been; they 
requeſt only, the admiſſion by their delegates into theſe 


meetings, to give their voice in the conſtrufting of their own laws 


in the choice of their own miniſters, and to inſpect into the ex+ 


contention is at an end. 8 3 


| penditure f their own money, and when this is obtained, the 


If after this avowal the truftees are ſtill Rigmatized with 
having acted arbitrarily and unjuſtly, they then call on the: 
diſſatisfied, perſons to declare publickly, in_clear and de- 


fini Ns, on what grounds they fay*the preachers are 
rejected by the truſtees, and when they complain of the 


truſtees having ſhut the Nottingham, or other Chapels 
againſt them; they ought in juſtice, at the fame time, 
to take notice how the preachers have firſt rejected th 
delegates of the people at Leeds, and have abſolutely r 


fuſed to have any communication with them. The truſ- 


tees inſiſt on the grounds of this diſpute being ſtated 
by the diſſatisfied party themſelves, and in ſuch a manner 
as not only to be underſtood by the Methodiſts, but they 


demand an explanation in fuch general and unequiyocat 


terms as will eaſily be underſtood by all men. What can 


the preachers ſay in their own behalf, when they are 
charged with refuling theſe moſt reaſomable demands of 
the people. The people {imply declare, admit us into 
& your 8 that we may be conſulted in forming the Laws, 
« by which we are governed, let us together with you, audite the 
« accounts and difate in the expenditure of our own money, let 
< us be conſulted in the choice of our own miniſters, Þ and we 
6 are again united to you more firmly than ever.“ n 
| Wi 


* see Note Page four, 
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. Wil the preachers declare to the world and in the faes 


of all men, that they will not be united again to their 


brethren on theſe ſcriptural and reaſonable terms. If 
they do, how will mankind believe ſuch to be miniſters 


of the Goſpel of Peace. The truſtees and the people wiſh 


to be united to them again on the moſt rational and per- 
manent foundation. They wiſh to wipe every ſtigma 
from the preachers by bearing with them their ſhare, in 


- all important tranſactions; they would take from them 
xt lesſt, a part of that heavy load of reſponſibility that is 
daily encreaſing and preſſes hard upon them, and vindi- 
cate them in the fight of all men; and the preachers 


might then bave on all eccafions, the happineſs of mak» 


jag the Apoſtolic appeal. Te yourſelves are witneſſes 
how juſtly and urblameably we have behaved eurſelves 
| amongſt vo. ö 
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